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Spirit of Innovation

A government-supported challenge, managed by an institute with industry collaboration, aims to
encourage people to come up with innovative solutions for the country

echnology will play a key role

ing about digitising India, the
government is talking about
digital India where every citi-
zen will be connected with
technology and, thereby, have access to

in digitising India. We are talk-

education, healthcare and services which
are the basics for development and growth
in a country. One cannot bring about a
transformation without technology be-
cause realistically speaking one cannot
reach every village without technology.

At Intel, we are looking to contribute in
two areas. One is in the area of develop-
ment of digital literacy skills, which will
be critical because the users need to know
how to use technology. We are scaling our
efforts in skilling more people on digital

THE COMPETITION WILL
ENCOURAGE THE APPLICATION OF
THE PRINCIPLES OF FRUGAL
INNOVATION AND A STRONG
UNDERSTANDING OF INDIAN
LIFESTYLES

literacy. By the end of this year, we will
train around five million citizens. The sec-
ond part of our contribution is the ‘Inno-
vate for Digital India Challenge,' which is
in collaboration with the department of
science and technology (DST). |

Jointly, we have launched the chal-
lenge, which is aimed at fostering the
spirit of innovation among Indians. The in-
novators could be students, teachers, en-
trepreneurs, housewives, etc, anyone who
has a curiosity and the will to look at a
problem and find a different solution and

DENT
MUMBAI. MAY 24

The InldianBI;mtggte of
Technology, Bom (IIT-
B) has decided to crack
the whip and curb mal-
practices by students who
bunk lectures, cheat on
their assignments and
resort to copying in
exams. While in the past
there were unsaid rules
the absence

penalties
resulted in errant stu-
dents being let off.
However, the code of
ethics aims to address the
issue and make students
more disciplined.

Asian Age ND 25/05/2015 P-5

New IIT-B code to curb pupil malpractice

According to the draft
code of ethics, which was

prepared last week, stu-

dents bunking more than
80 per cent of lectures
would be assigned a DX,
which roughly implies
failure. Penalties in the
form of ER (failure rate)
have also been assigned
for students who mark the
attendance of absent stu-
dents. Stricter penalties
like a semester failure,
grade failure and zero
marks have been assigned
for cheating and copying
in lab tests, assignments,
projects and semester
exams. The penalties for
some other excesses by

@ While in the past
there were unsaid
disciplinary rules,
the absence of cod-
ified penalties
resulted in errant
pupils being let of

students involves commu-
nity service that can
range from 50-200 hours.
Speaking about the need
for a code of ethics,
Radhika Goel, an alum-
nus, said that it was a
good move. “Students
joining IITs are the smart
ones but the freedom on
the campus coupled with

leniency shown by profes-
sors makes them resort to
short cuts that harm
them in the long run,” she
said.

Faculties on the cam-

pus, however, had a differ- -

ent view and said that
leniency was not aimed at
encouraging students to
do wrong but to ensure
that they do not resort to
drastic measures in the
event of strict discipli-
nary action for the mis-
takes they commit.
“Students tend to lose
focus and get disinterest-
ed in the subject of their
choice. If failed, they will
not improve hence such

turn that solution to a real product. This
challenge is looking at inspiring people,
encouraging people to come out with dif-
ferent solutions with respect to India and
use of technology within India.

By doing this, we aim to create a sus-
tainable ecosystem of innovators, who will
continue to innovate for India and take the
products to the market. Participants will
be mentored by industry stalwarts and In-

. tel experts, Besides, assistance in terms of

technical know-how, access to product
kits and infrastructure and commercialisa-
tion opportunities would be offered. They
will also get access to market linkages
and funds at various stages.

The challenge will encourage the appli-
cation of the principles of frugal innova-
tion and a strong understanding of Indian
lifestyles. It will focus on innovation in
two broad areas. The first is innovation
to create the ideal citizen's device plat-
form, including biometric g capa-
bilities, peripherals using other sensors,
intuitive user interface, gesture recogni-
tion, multilingual support and voice sup-

* port. The second area is innovation to de-

liver eKranti/MyGov applications to ac-
celerate delivery of e-governance servic-
es on a mobile platform.

The challenge was designed in
collaboration with the DST, with support
from the department for electronics and
information technology, ﬂ{yoov.ln and

5

will be
Centre for Innovation Incubation and
Entrepreneurship (CIIE).

students are given pass
grades, but in no way are
they allowed to resort to
malpractices,” said a pro-
fessor, who did not wish to
be named. Techfest 2015
manager Anuraj Gupta
said the code of ethics
was needed. “Since last
year, departments have
started. taking undertak-
ings from students called
code of honour so that
they do not cross their
limits in academic and
social circles. As the
undertaking is not bind-
ing and mandatory, stu-
dents tend to become apa-
thetic towards it as they
progress,” said Gupta.
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States should contrlbute to educatlon

was here yesterday to inau-
gurate the 89th All India

he University Grants University Conference at Lovely
Commission(UGC)hassaid  Professional University, lauded
that despite continuous the effective role being played
increase in allocation of funds by private universities in higher
to promote the higher education  education in India and abroad.
in the country, more fundsare  He encouraged the private and
still required for whicheventhe  public sectors to join hands to
states need to contribute. promote higher education.
Speaking to the media at The Vice-Chancellors from top
Phagwara near Jalandhar, UGC 200 international and national
chairman Ved Parkash said that  universities, officials from the
the state governments need to HRD Ministry and heads of
match the kind of grantsbeing  higher education apex bodies
released by the Centre. are participating in this three-
He also said the increasing daymeet. Foreign delegates from
number of students in higher UK, UAE, Germany, Australian
education is leading to a crisis  High Commission and European
in the funds allocated to states.  Union are also participating in
The UGC chairman, who the meet.
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= According to UGC, increasing the number of educational institutions is

leading to a crisis in the allocation of funds to states.
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Irani talks Chma edu consortium

KJ.M. VARMA
BEWJING, MAY 24

Human resource develop-
ment minister Smriti

Irani, on her maiden visit
to China, broached the
idea of establishing a con-
sortium of higher educa-
tional institutions as part
of greater collaboration
between India and China
besides mutual recogni-
tion of academic degrees.

Ms Irani, 39, arrived in
the eastern Chinese city
of Qingdao on May 22 to
take part in the
Lrntternatiomniatl
Conference on ICT and
Post-2015 Education”
organised by the Chinese
government and Unesco
on a four-day visit.

She held talks with top
Chinese officials and dis-
cussed steps to follow up
on agreements signed
during Prime Minister

HRD minister Smriti Zubin
Irani addresses a confer-
ence in Qingdao, China,
on Sunday. — PTI

Narendra Modi's recent
visit here.

The minister held talks
with her Chinese counter-
part Yang Guiren on

mutual recognition of
academic degrees, collab-
oration in teacher’s train-
ing besides establishing a
consortium of higher edu-
cational institutions, an
Indian embassy press
releas? here said.

The collaboration in
teachers training helps
both the countries to
share their vast experi-
ences in education, Ms

 Irani said.

The discussions focused
on establishing a consor-

. tium of higher education-

al institutions, and shar-
ing experiences on their
respective systems for
ranking universities, it
said. Her talks have a sig-
nificance as about 13,000
Indian students currently
study in China, mostly
medicine. Mutual recog-
nition of universities
were expected to pave the
way for more educational

exchanges. The Indian
medical students have to
pass Medical Council of
India examination to
qualify to practice in
India. Besides Mr Yang,
Ms Irani also held talks
with Chinese vice educa-
tion ministers Liu Limin
and Du Zhanyuan.

Her talks focused on the
implementation of the
new- educational
exchange programme
(EEP) signed during Mr
Modi’s visit during which
the two sides also agreed
to expand cooperation to
newer areas.

One MoU dealt with
bilateral cooperation in
the field of wvocational
education and skill devel-
opment between India
and China. Under the
framework of the MoU,
India and China agreed to
work towards -capacity
development. —PTI

FILE PHOTO
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Smriti Irani talks
recognition of degree,
consortium in China

BEIJING: Human Resource
Development Minister Smriti
Irani, on her maiden visit to
China, broached the idea of
establishing a consortium of
higher educational institutions
as part of greater collabora-
tion between India and China
besides mutual recognition of

academic degrea Irani, 39,
- arrived inthe 2 _, 1 Chinese

take part in the 'International
Conference on ICT and Post-
2015 Education' organised by
the Chinese Government and
UNESCO on a four-day visit.
She held talks with top Chi-
nese officials and discussed
steps to follow up on agree-
ments signed during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
recent visit here. The Minis-
ter held talks with her Chinese
counterpart Yang Guiren on
mutual recognition of academic
degrees, collaboration in teach-
er's training, an Indian
press release here said. AGENCIES
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Smriti Irani discusses educational consortium, mutual
recognition of degrees on maiden China visit

http://www.firstpost.com/india/smriti-irani-discusses-educational-consortium-mutual-recognition-of-degrees-
on-maiden-china-visit-2260156.html

Beijing: Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani, on her maiden visit to China, broached the idea
of establishing a consortium of higher educational institutions as part of greater collaboration between India and
China besides mutual recognition of academic degrees.

Irani, 39, arrived in the eastern Chinese city of Qingdao on 22 May to take part in the 'International Conference
on ICT and Post-2015 Education' organised by the Chinese Government and UNESCO on a four-day visit.

Smriti Irani. PTI

She held talks with top Chinese officials and discussed steps to follow up on agreements signed during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit.

The Minister held talks with her Chinese counterpart Yang Guiren on mutual recognition of academic degrees,
collaboration in teacher's training besides establishing a consortium of higher educational institutions, an Indian
Embassy press release here said.

The collaboration in teachers training helps both the countries to share their vast experiences in education, Irani
told PTI.

The discussions focussed on establishing a consortium of higher educational institutions, and sharing
experiences on their respective systems for ranking universities, it said.

Her talks have a significance as about 13,000 Indian students currently study in China, mostly medicine. Mutual
recognition of universities were expected to pave the way for more educational exchanges.

The Indian medical students have to pass Medical Council of India examination to qualify to practice in India.
Besides Yang, Irani also held talks with Chinese Vice Education Ministers Liu Limin and Du Zhanyuan.


http://www.firstpost.com/india/smriti-irani-discusses-educational-consortium-mutual-recognition-of-degrees-on-maiden-china-visit-2260156.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/smriti-irani-discusses-educational-consortium-mutual-recognition-of-degrees-on-maiden-china-visit-2260156.html
http://s3.firstpost.in/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Smriti-Irani2_Delhi_PTI.jpg
http://www.firstpost.com/topic/person/narendra-modi-profile-20711.html
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Her talks focussed on the implementation of the new Educational Exchange Programme (EEP) signed during
Modi's visiti during which the two sides also agreed to expand cooperation to newer areas.

One MoU dealt with bilateral cooperation in the field of Vocational Education and Skill Development between
India and China. Under the framework of the MoU, India and China agreed to work towards capacity
development.

China will be the key knowledge partner in the Mahatma Gandhi National Institute for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship being set up in Gujarat. Under the MoU, China will provide curriculum in various trade and
industry sectors.

According to officials, China has trained over 13 million people in skill development in focussed areas for
better employment against a million by India.

Under the documents signed during Modi's maiden visit to China between May 14 to 16, the two sides had also
agreed to set up the Centre for Gandhian and Indian Studies in Fudan University and setting up of a Yoga
College in Yunnan University for which India provided the faculty.

This is the first time China had a centre for Gandhian studies and the Yoga college will have trained teachers to
bring a standard Yoga education.

She also invited high-level Chinese participation to an international gathering of educationists the HRD
Ministry will be organising in India as part of the process of revising India's National Education Policy, the
press release said.

At the UNESCO conference, Irani spoke at length on Information and Communication Technology's (ICT)
application for grassroot education. Irani said her emphasis on national resource compatibility to recognise the
diversity of different countries has been received well.

The Minister said India being an IT software giant is ready to share its fund of knowledge in ICT with various
countries as she underlined its critical importance in strengthening education systems in the effort to make
education more inclusive and equitable.

"India boasts a global reputation in ICT expertise... A National Mission on Education through ICT
systematically provides connectivity to universities and colleges, linking them to the National Knowledge
Network," she said.

"Our National Digital Library with IT broadband in schools, colleges and universities will ensure availability of
free and world class educational resources to every learner in India.

"India has developed virtual laboratories; we have spoken tutorials, and a very comprehensive enabler for
'‘Design’ under the e-Kalpa Project,"” she said. The project aims at creating and developing new learning
environments related to skills and creativity in 'Design’, including in arts, crafts, culture and environment fields.

"Likewise, a programme is underway to improve the skills of technical teachers under the TLOKT project,
where teachers are trained simultaneously in different parts of the country using ICT. This has met with
resounding success, and is growing exponentially,” she said.

Irani said application of ICT was an absolute pre-requisite, offering the chance to examine decades of
knowledge and experience by providing the advantage of high-speed delivery, wide outreach, individualisation
of learning and interactivity.
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She also explained the various initiatives recently undertaken in the education sector, which she said have been
gamechangers, as the government seeks to integrate technology and democratise education across sectors.

Amar Ujala ND 25/05/2015 P-16
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Varsity waits for |

UGC order on

credit system

ed that they are ready . varsities to lement CBCS
transition. “Meanwhile, from the upcon session.

preparing for the same Last month, DU had asked fac-
ready for the transition. ulty heads to start preparation
we get to hear from UGC, for the rollout of CBCS and had
will follow the due process directed them to finalise the syl-
e approval from varsity’s  labi, triggering a backlash from
3 some members of the var-
sity’s Executive Council
(El?)t t‘l:h%n!auesﬁzg

Colleges don’t ay the univer;
55T is violating statu-
know wht.th(:l tory norms as the
they should make issue was never
arrangements accord- ﬁlaced before the

ing to CBCS or the
existing system ogmv:;jd t,‘,’;{

due 8 ess would be followed
'BCS will be implemented
an:er pas it through statu:

‘tory bodies like Academic Coun-

cil and Executive Couneil.

The university is a divided
house on CBCS with Delhi Uni-
versity Teacher’s Association
opposing the new system
despite university administra-
tciglgg willingness to adopt

The UGC had in September

last year asked all central univer-

sities to implement CBCS from
the 2015-16 academic session fol-
lowing a meeting of the vice-
chancellors of all
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JEE Advanced: Tougher paper, new marking scheme
stump students

The results of the JEE Advanced exam will be declared on June 18.

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/jee-advanced-tougher-paper-new-marking-scheme-stump-
students/

While initial responses of students to this year’s IIT-Joint Entrance Examination or JEE-Advanced 2015 were
mixed, many city students said that the change in the marking scheme of the paper came as a shock to them.
The exam, held on Sunday, saw approximately 1.22 lakh candidates from over 350 centers across India
appearing for papers 1 and 2.

This year, the second and the third section of both papers included negative marking for incorrect answers.
Experts said that the negative marking scheme was increased this year.

“We have always carried negative marking in the JEE-Advanced exam, but the only major change we made this
year was to increase the weightage of the paper,” said organising chairman, JEE-Advanced 2015, IIT Bombay.

The exam, which usually consists of 350 marks, carried a weightage of 504.

Candidates are competing for 10,000 seats across I1Ts and ISM Dhanbad. The papers, which were of three
hours each, consisted of three separate sections on Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics.

“The paper pattern was unexpected and I was quite shocked even though I had practiced a lot of paper styles.
This was very different and difficult,” said Aditi Garg, a student. The questions, which were multiple-choice,
had negative marking and several had more than one correct option. “With so much negative marking, it was
difficult to decide whether to answer a question you were unsure about,” she added.

“Due to the new negative marking in paper I, in the multiple choice and match-the-following questions, students
found the paper lengthy,” said Ramesh Batlish, an official from a coaching centre.

Kshitiz Goel, another student, however, called it a “good and balanced paper”. “It was not very easy but not too
lengthy either,” he said.

Praveen Tyagi, managing director of a Mumbai-based coaching centre, said, “The paper required students to
make use of smart techniques which would help them save time. This is a positive step for JEE-Advanced.

The results of the JEE Advanced exam will be declared on June 18.


http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/jee-advanced-tougher-paper-new-marking-scheme-stump-students/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/jee-advanced-tougher-paper-new-marking-scheme-stump-students/
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May 24

JEE Main 2015 Topper prefers 11Sc over 11Ts: What makes
11Sc so special

http://www.prepsure.com/news/jee-main-2015-topper-prefers-iisc-over-iits-what-makes-iisc-so-special/

2015 JEE Main topper Sankalp Gaur is appearing for JEE Advanced 2015 to be held on May 24, 2015. He is
more interested in Nuclear Physics and Astrophysics and hence, hopes to get admission in the prestigious Indian
Institute of Science (11Sc), Bangalore instead of any of the Indian Institutes of Technology (1ITs).

Here is a quick comparison between the 11Sc and the 11Ts:

Faculty Research Competence

I1Sc Bangalore is way ahead of any IIT in terms of quantity and quality of research papers or citations. It is
amazing to see how Nobel laureates or those nominated for the Nobel Prize work in the 11Sc labs.

According to A Zinnov report titled ‘Top Research Faculty in Tier-1 Engineering Institutions in India’, IISc
faculty has topped the list for having highest number of research grants (industry and government), journal
references (national and international), conference publications and patents filed in their name.

11Sc is followed by IIT Kanpur, Delhi, Madras, Bombay, Kharagpur, Roorkee, BHU and Guwahati and BITS
Pilani in the list in the same order.

Highlights:

*  |I5c Bangalore is way ahead of any lIT in terns of number of research papers or
citations by the faculty.

+ |I5c and IITs both have great labs and infrastructure but 1ISC has adequate
man pow er To use its resources better.

+« For Electrical & Electronics Engineering and Aerospace Engineering, lI5C is
better. For CSE, IIT-D isthe best instiktute For Mechanical stream, 1T Kanpur is
better.

The Top 10 institutes mentioned in the A Zinnov report have all PhD faculty members with an average
experience of 20 years. The exposure and knowledge faculty brings to the table significantly affects the
graduates of the institutions.

Research Collaborations
Since 11Sc hosts several faculty members who have been fathers of their respective fields in their own right,
their contacts extend worldwide. 11Sc labs have global recognition and it has research collaborations with both

the foreign universities and the industry.

ITs are also collaborating with more and more foreign universities now and are offering twin programmes but
they still have to do much more in terms of building their ‘research’ network.


http://www.prepsure.com/news/jee-main-2015-topper-prefers-iisc-over-iits-what-makes-iisc-so-special/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/pm-narendra-modi-inaugrates-centre-for-nano-science-engineering-at-iisc/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/pm-narendra-modi-inaugrates-centre-for-nano-science-engineering-at-iisc/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/iits-and-iisc-to-offer-joint-free-online-courses-under-nptel-project/
http://st1.prepsure.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/high8.png

Page 15 of 26

Infrastructure & Application

I1Ts and 11Sc both have great infrastructure but 11Sc has more manpower to actually use its lab and resources to
its full potential. IITs generally don’t have a determined group working in a particular area for the purpose of
scientific development but they do have a reputation for keeping their students abreast about existing
technology and encourage them to find its applications.

Department-wise Ranking

I1Sc is believed to have best Aerospace Engineering, and Electrical & Electronics Engineering departments. 1T
Delhi excelled in Computer Science Engineering while II'T Kanpur was ranked best for Mechanical Engineering
stream.

Employability of Graduates

According to the prestigious Times Higher Education (THE) BRICS & Emerging Economies Rankings 2015,
11Sc Bangalore has been ranked highest among Indian institutes at #25. IIT Bombay ranked at #37 while lIT
Roorkee ranked at #38. 1T Kharagpur ranked at #43, 11T Madras ranked at #44, 11T Delhi ranked at #56, IIT
Kanpur at #74, and IIT Guwahati at #98.

11Sc Bangalore emerged as the top Indian instituion on the basis of employability of its graduates. It ranked at
#22 in the global league table for it. Based on the employability of graduates, IIT Bombay ranked at #120
worldwide, IIT Kanpur at #145 and 11T Delhi at #149.

Social Recognition

It is obvious that I1Ts are a more popular name in India. I1Ts are known for producing more entrepreneurs while
11Sc is known for producing more research fellows. Prof. CNR Rao, former President of India Abdul Kalam,
and Satish Dhawan are all from I1Sc.

The tag of being an ‘IITian’ is more highlighted in Indian media too.

Campus Life

IITs are better known for its undergraduate studies. They are also known for larger-than-life tech and cultural
fests. While life at 11T is more fun, campus life at 11Sc is more peaceful and academics-oriented.

Placements

IIT placements get media highlights every year but 11Sc students also get adequate chances to be placed at better
positions in the industry. However, most I1Sc students are known to opt for higher studies and research careers.

What suits you better: 11Sc or 11T?

One of the biggest education myths is that 11Sc Bangalore is good only for Pure Sciences. The truth is that 11Sc
is almost as good in engineering as I11Ts and has some of the brightest engineering researchers and teachers in
its Kitty. Its focus is on interdisciplinary engineering research.

Here are some of the points that may help you peg down which institute would be better for you:

e If you want to join a job quickly and dream to be associated with a reputed ‘brand’, IIT might be a better option
for you. For those interested in research careers, 1ISc might be the institute for you.


http://www.prepsure.com/news/education-news/iisc-bangalore-best-institutes-for-research-in-india/

Page 16 of 26

e If you are planning to bunk lectures and indulge in sports, extra-curricular activities, and chalk out new ventures
(business, political or social), lITs may be the way to go.

e Find out about your interests and then, go through the faculty profiles of various lITs and lISc. Find faculty
members who have done work similar to what you aspire to do. You may also contact institute’s students or
alumni in the areas you are interested in and ask about their experience and guidance.

Per capita spend on higher education declining: UGC
chairman

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ludhiana/Per-capita-spend-on-higher-education-declining-UGC-
chairman/articleshow/47401438.cms

JALANDHAR: University Grants Commission chairman Ved Prakash has said that per capita expenditure on
higher education is sliding and public funding in higher education is not keeping pace with the growing
enrollment. He said the state governments were not matching up the funds being provided by the Union
government for higher education.

""State governments are not spending on higher education as much as the Union government. Even as the Centre
IS coming up with bigger resources for higher education that resources are not matched by the state
governments. Much of the higher education rests with the state system and needs to be its priority, but that is
not happening,” said Prakash. He was speaking to mediapersons on the side lines of the annual general meeting
of Association of Indian Universities (AlU), which started at Lovely Professional University on Saturday.

Citing figures of budgetary allocations in 11th and 12th five year plans, he said though there was definite
increase in the budget, that was not in proportion to the increase in enrolment.

Earlier, while addressing the vice-chancellors of various universities from across the country, he pointed out
that the role of private sector had increased very significantly in higher education. "Left to me, | would want the
state to take the responsibility of imparting education to one and all, but we know the limitations of the state.
The private sector has to come forward and play a very significant role. The share of private sector has
increased enormously in higher education. It is 42% in terms of universities and 58% in terms of students
enrolment,” said the UGC chairman.

Striking a note of caution, he said, "Finances are very important, but I'll like to request private providers not to
give business orientation to higher education. The private and public sector together can fill up the gap. We
should look at each other as companions and not as adversaries and not consider regulations as obstacles, but
must use them for improving the quality of education.”


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ludhiana/Per-capita-spend-on-higher-education-declining-UGC-chairman/articleshow/47401438.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ludhiana/Per-capita-spend-on-higher-education-declining-UGC-chairman/articleshow/47401438.cms
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Selection process of 11T directors like "operating lottery :
Kakodkar

http://bharatpress.com/2015/05/23/selection-process-of-iit-directors-like-running-lottery-kakodkar/

New Delhi: Breaking his silence, Chairman of IIT Bombay’s Board of Governors Anil Kakodkar on Friday
stated he had resigned as a result of he didn’t need to be half of the choice process of IIT directors which was
“too informal” and “operating a lottery”.

The famous nuclear scientist additionally made clear his discomfort with the HRD Ministry over the resignation
of IIT Delhi Director Raghunath N Shevgaonkar, saying he was a revered educational whose self-respect was
“severely harm” and that he must be allowed to exit honourably.

In an interview to NDTV, he additionally shared his anguish with what he described as “throwing muck” at him
over studies that he was half of the IIT directors choice process.

“I haven’t joined again. I am not again on committee. That half is over,” he stated, including that HRD Minister
Smriti Irani was ok to name him after he resigned to say she was not accepting it.

He stated his time period because the chairman of IIT’s Board of Governors was anyway ending on this month
and he was related with different affairs of his job however not choice process.

“The level is you’ll be able to’t be deciding on the selection of 3 IIT directors amongst 36 in a six or seven hour
process. My unease was that the sooner process, every part was put aside. If you put aside all the things and also
you determine like that then you’re operating a lottery.

“When the process started I had argued however then one thing occurred and every part was put aside. So |
needed to stay apart. It was too informal a process for such an essential exercise and I can’t be a party to it,” he
stated.

Kakodkar, nevertheless, declined to reply a query on who was in charge for it, saying “Why are you asking me?
You know every little thing... There are good political leaders and there are not any-so-dangerous political

leaders.”

Noting that autonomy loved by IITs have “large significance”, he stated the exterior surroundings ought to turn
into a “facilitator”.

“This tendency that I am a controller shouldn’t be proper.”
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Technology Is Power, Says President

The President, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee with the second batch of NITs scholars attending In-Residence programme, at
Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi on May 21, 2015.

‘Expansion Is Life, Contraction Is Death’

http://groundreport.com/technology-is-power-says-president/

New Delhi (PIB-GR-TYP-BIN): The second batch of 19 NIT scholars from across the country participating in
an ‘In-Residence’ programme of Rashtrapati Bhavan called on the President of India, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee on
May 21, at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Speaking on the occasion, the President quoted Swami Vivekananda and said that Expansion is life, Contraction
is death. He urged the young NIT scholars to never stop and constantly move forward. He said that the common
thread he noticed among the NIT scholars was that they want to be agents of change in whatever capacity they
were placed in to serve the country. He said that Technology is power. He wished them a happy and prosperous
career ahead.

The President said that NITs are front-ranking institutions in our country for imparting quality scientific and
technical education. The growth of NITs, as a class of institution, is diverse. There are old NITs with whose
origins one can draw a parallel with the genesis of modern industrial India. The fact that the growth of NITs
since their inception is primarily the result of indigenous efforts, without help from foreign institutions, is truly
commendable.

The President said that talking of diversity, the NIT system is marked by a unique student mix. Each NIT
portrays a national character by design, making its campus a ‘mini-India’. Inter-mingling of students from
different parts of India in one institute has many positive spin-offs, including the development of a pan-India
vision in each one of them.


http://groundreport.com/technology-is-power-says-president/
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The President said that they, the students of NIT are an asset to this nation. There will therefore be hopes and
expectations from them. They must understand and appreciate their responsibilities. He said that because of
their education, they not only had the capacity to dream big but also to implement that vision. He urged them to
go ahead and make a difference to the society in which they lived in. In whatever they did, they should always
perform with the singular motivation of doing good for the society.

The NIT scholars were unanimous in saying that they would always cherish the memories of the lifetime
opportunity they had received to be participants of the ‘In Residence’ Programme at Rashtrapati Bhavan. They
also said that this invaluable experience had given them great confidence and reinvigorated a deep sense of
patriotism in them and a feeling of optimism in the system of governance in the country.

The In-Residence programme for NITs was announced by the President of India at the annual Conference of
Directors of NITs held in October 2014. First batch of seventeen NIT scholars took part in a similar ‘In
Residence’ programme from April 11 to April 17, 2015. The second batch of NIT scholars are part of the ‘In-
Residence’ programme at Rashtrapati Bhavan from May 16 to 22, 2015. Similar programmes already exist for
writers, artists and grass root innovators. The same will be extended to Inspired teachers from Central
Universities in the next month.

[IT-GN Palaj campus to have 10-storey ‘landmark tower’

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/iit-gn-palaj-campus-to-have-10-storey-landmark-tower/

https://twitter.com/ndtv/statuses/601700974487412736

A “landmark tower”, 30 meters in height, made of red pigmented concrete akin to a ten-storey building, is going
to be a unique feature at the new permanent riverfront campus of the Indian Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar. The institute which was functioning from a temporary facility at Vishwakarma Engineering
College (VEC) on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, is expected to make a move with around 1,000 students and
close to 100 faculty to its permanent 400 acres residential campus at Palaj in Gandhinagar by mid-July.

Six architectural firms, including two from the city, have participated in the design of the permanent campus
which is located on the banks of the Sabarmati at Palaj. While the masterplan was drawn up by Delhi-based
Green campus development consortium, the student hostels were designed by HCP Design Planning and
Management Pvt. Ltd, faculty and staff housing have been done by Vastu Shilpa Consultants and the academic
areas have been designed by Pune based Mitimitra Consultants Pvt. Ltd(MCPL).

“The ‘Landmark tower’, which will measure 30 meters, is built in such a way that it is visible from the other
side of the river Sabarmati. The building will be as tall as ten floors and will have observation decks for
students and will be their activity area. There will be student canteen and cafeterias in the first and second floor
canteen of the tower. A large green belt stretching across campus, terrace gardens and two natural lakes which
we will be supplementing and sustaining will provide cooling. We are looking to develop the 400-acre campus
with long-term plan as the strength of students is growing in numbers. In the next few months, other amenities
like more formal sports facilities like a stadium, additional housing for students and faculty will be built to cater
to increased strength in coming years,” said Harish Palanthandalam-Madapusi, an IITGN faculty from the
mechanical engineering department, who is involved with the campus work at Palaj.

While the initial project cost of construction was estimated at Rs 1,200 crore, sources claimed that I1T-GN has
till now spent Rs 400 crore till now. Looking to grow in student and faculty numbers, a 600-seater auditorium, a
sports stadium, shopping arcades, and a library building are next in line at the new

campus.
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Harish added, “In the first phase, around 1,200 students will be able to move into the new Palaj campus by mid
July. We have completed a major part of construction in the first phase including basic amenities like hostels,
labs, classrooms, library, playground and more amenities are on way. In the second phase, Pune-based MCPL is
set to complete the ongoing work and for finalising smaller projects within the campus, while the next phase of
student hostels will be designed by Neeraj Manchanda Architects, Delhi. ” IIT-GN students and faculty also
came up with innovative engineering solutions like ventilation strategies, use of structural methods.



